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Some statutes provide for the appointment of deputies or assistants by the clerk of court, whereas other statutes or 
constitutional provisions provide for appointment by the judge. 


Some statutes provide for the appointment of deputies or assistants by the clerk of court, ! or by the clerk upon application to” or 
approval of the court, whereas other statutes or constitutional provisions provide for appointment by the judge of the particular 
court in which the deputies or assistants are to serve.’ There is authority holding that where it is the clerk's duty independently 


to hire his or her deputies, a board of county commissioners” or the judge of the court® has no authority to interfere with the 
clerk's appointment. Other authority holds that despite a statute providing that court clerks have responsibility for the internal 
administration of their offices, including the selection and appointment of personnel, a trial judge has the inherent judicial 


authority to challenge the qualifications of the appointments that clerks wish to make.’ 


Eligibility and qualifications. 


Although the legislature may prescribe qualifications for persons to be employed as deputy clerks of court,® judges may set 


hiring guidelines or require the clerk to hire only people who have certain minimum educational or experience qualifications.” 
A judge's authority to control and supervise judicial personnel includes the inherent authority, independent of statute, to ensure 
that assistant clerks serving in their courts are qualified and possess the skills and competence to enable them to perform their 


duties in a professional manner and in conformity with governing statutes, rules, orders, and standards of accountability. Y 
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